THE OFFICIAL COLLEGE PUBLICATION OF IAU



AEROPOLITAN

THE OFFICIAL COLLEGE PUBLICATION OF IAU

AIRWATCH PUBLICATION TEAM

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
JESSREL GOHIL

ASSOCIATE EDITORS
SHEKINAH JURCALES
MOHAMMED RUSTAM KHAN

LAYOUT ARTISTS

JO SORETA

HAILEY MARIAMNE ESTRERA
KAIZER RED POSTRERO
MARYANEL ANTONETTE TIMOLA
JOHN SANDOVAL

WRITERS

ROULF ATILANO MUMAR
SEAN JAMES NOEL
AYSHA IBRAHIM SHAIKH

CARTOONISTS
MA. EULA LIZA MANAYON
RENIEL LEANDRE ESCORPION

PHOTOJOURNALISTS

JHON LLOYD MATTHEW JIMENEZ
ARCEN CARIAS OWEN

JC ADRIAN ALAMON

AIRELLE LLENOS

AIRWATCH

THE UNIVERSITY MEBDIA BUREAU

Established in 1993 under
the Campus Journalism Act (RA
7079), Airwatch is Indiana Aerospace
University's official media bureau.
Originally a student publication, it grew
into a multimedia team in 2010 to keep
pace with the digital world. Today, it
produces everything from magazines to
social media reels.

Despite these changes, Airwatch
upholds its core values, continuing
to provide a platform for aspiring
journalists and creators to serve the
university.
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ABOUT THE COVER

The cover of this Issue for AY. 2025-2026
presents a striking visual narrative of accountability and
unrest, portraying a crocodile that is symbolic of power
remaining unfazed amid rising, blood-stained waters,
while a distressed student behind glass demands
accountability from the crocodile figure, seated idly
behind stacks of money while indifferent to the rising
chaos around them.

Titled "Resilenced Sentiments,” the cover reflects
the suppressed voices and unresolved grievances of
the Aerospacers, mirroring the collective fear, loss, and
uncertainty felt in the aftermath of the recent calamities
that befall the nation.
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Airwatch Commissioner

Campus journalism has
taken on a greater role in today’s
fast-paced world. It has become
a vital means for students, young
leaders, and student journalists to
speak with courage and act with
purpose. This magazine reflects
our unity as one IAU community;,
voices that continue to rise despite
challenges and uncertainties.

The Academic Year
2025-2026 brought surprises that
tested us beyond our expectations:
disasters that took so many lives,
destroyed property, and set
back years of hard work. These
catastrophes affected many of
our aerospacers and brought us
face-to-face with questions of
leadership, governance, and social
responsibility. The Philippines has
some of the most hardworking
citizens anywhere in the world, yet
so many of them are still unable to
attain the future they deserve.

This first issue chronicles
the triumphs we won, the setbacks
we endured, and the hard-won
lessons left in their wake. It also
introduces a new approach to

EDITOR’S NOTE

storytelling, integrating modern digital
visual styles and expanded creative
expression, all while upholding
accuracy, coherence, and journalistic
discipline. Amid calamities, we remain
committed to bringing stories of clarity
and truth.

But as a campus journalist
and Editor-in-Chief, | believe it is no
longer enough that we are resilient.
Accountability and decisive action
must be demanded from those
who lead us. Choose your leaders
wisely. Raise your standards when
engaging in political matters. The IAU
community has shown remarkable
unity, aerospacers for aerospacers,
standing together through the most
trying moments.

As Airwatch, we forge ahead
with the core principles of truth,
integrity, and excellence as our guide.
Let these ideals be the guiding light for
every story pursued, every message
published, and every responsibility we
carry as Indiana Aerospace University's
Media Bureau. Purpose leads us,
growth shapes us, and hope keeps
us moving forward, always toward the
truth.

GCOMMISSIONER'S NOTE

To those who reach for the
skies, in aviation, freedom is more
than open skies. It is the courage
to rise, the discipline to stay steady,
and the truth that guides every
ascent. This issue is shaped by
that same spirit. Driven by passion,
designed to last, and made to lead,
we create because something in
us refuses to stay grounded. We
document, we capture, we tell
stories, because freedom is felt
most in the moments we dare to
share what is real.

Where truth speaks,
integrity leads, and excellence
follows, this is our quiet promise in
Airwatch. In a world filled with noise,
\eritas reminds us to stay true: true
to our craft, true to our purpose,
and true to the Aerospacer identity
we carry with pride. Just as a pilot
trusts their instruments, we trust the
truths we uncover and the stories
we hold.

To the hearts behind
Airwatch: thank you. You are the
wind beneath every page, the
patient editors, tireless creatives,

and storytellers who chase light and
meaning with unwavering devotion.
Amid deadlines, noise, and the rhythm
of student life, you carve beauty out of
chaos. Your passion does not fade; it
soars.

And to the Aerospacer
community we belong to: this
publication is made for you, capturing
the moments that matter, the stories
that shape our identity, and the voices
that deserve space and recognition.
Airwatch remains a student-led
platform, made by Aerospacers for

Aerospacers, committed to
giving you a voice and preserving
experiences that often go unnoticed
but define who we are. Every story
you share and every moment you
contribute strengthens our community
and shapes the narrative we all belong
to.

As you turn these pages, may
you feel the same wind that drives us
forward. May it remind you that truth
is boundless, freedom is essential, and
excellence is the trail we leave behind
when we dare to fly with conviction.



Bridging Innovations

IAU Hosts 11th Asia Pacific Space Generation
Workshop and 31st APRSAF

Indiana Aerospace University (IAU) served as the focal point
egional space diplomacy follow e successful hosting of
11th Asia Pacific Space Generation Workshop and the 31st
Pacific Regional Space Agency Forum (APRSAF-31) in
November 2025. These landmark events were preceded by a
facility assessment on March 29, 2025, conducted by delegates
from the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) and the
Phlllpplne Space Agency (PhilSA). The collaboration successfully
H strengthened international ties and solidified the university's
growing reputation as a leader in space-related academia and
aerospace research in the Philippines.
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_journey for UP Dilima .

The competition opened at the
IAU Arena with a vibrant exhibit and
technical talks that set the tone for the
days ahead. IAU founder Dr. Jovenal
Toring welcomed the participants,
underscoring the significance of
building local expertise in space
technology. Representatives from
PhilSA followed with insights into the
Philippines' emerging role in global
space initiatives, stressing that
grassroots competitions like this one
are crucial for developing talent. Guest
speakers included Ms. Kristine Jane
Atienza, the country'’s first analog
astronaut, and Engr. Jeremy Bajado,
Technical Director of the competition,
who both encouraged participants to
see beyond the contest and view their
efforts as part of a larger vision for the
country’s aerospace future.

Eight universities joined the
pioneering competition: De La Salle
University Manila, Adamson University,
Rizal Technological University, Air Link
International Aviation College, University
of the Philippines Diliman, University
of Perpetual Help System Dalta, Cebu
Institute of Technology-University, and
Cebu Aeronautical Technical Schoal.
Each team spent months preparing for
the event, bringing with them
prototypes, experiments, and the
determination to push their limits. The
atmosphere at the Medellin launch site
was charged with anticipation as '
rockets were set for liftoff. Despite
cloudy skies, participants pre.
turning months of preparg
powered flight. "None of U
an aerospace backgr
was our will to innovate
horizons open,” sharec
Punay of CIT-U, refle

have to do it scared,” said Ms. Dela
Cruz, noting how stepping into the
unknown was part of the challenge. De
La Salle University's Archernauts,
described the contest as "a good
learning process,” emphasizing the
sense of camaraderie that grew even
among rival teams.

For many participants, the
experience was as rewarding as the
accolades. Team Iskan from UP Diliman
likened the competition to a training
camp. "It doesn't feel like a competition,
parang boot camp po siya, dahil marami
kaming na-learn,” one member shared,
pointing to the mentorship and technical
guidance they received. The Astrocats
from CIT-U, despite setbacks in their
rocket’s launch, echoed a similar spirit:
“Failure is always an option.” For them,
every misstep was a lesson in iteration
and improvement. By its close, the Phil-
ippine Can Satellite and Rocket
Competition 2025 had achieved more
than a showcase of rockets. It created a
national stage for collaboration,
innovation, and resilience. For the first
time, Filipino students from diverse
universities proved that they could
design, build, and launch aerospace
systems, with results that impressed
even seasoned engineers.

As the inaugural competition
to a close, one truth st
ippines’ aerospace/fiture ig
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JAU EXPANDS INTO

A new chapter in aerospace
innovation has taken shape at the IAU
Campus with the opening of a new research
building located beside the Registrar's
Office and the B-Building. The facility
is now home to the SPATIUM (Space
Propulsion and Aerospace Technology
Integration, Utilization, and Management), a
center dedicated to advancing aerospace
research, innovation, and hands-on learning
within the university.

Written By Mohammed Rustam Khan
Layout By Jessrel M. Gohil
Photo By Arcen Carias Owen

Serving as a hub for the development
of locally engineered aerospace systems,
the SPATIUM also supports projects
involving unmanned aerial vehicles, Cube
Satellites, experimental rocket platforms,
and satellite technologies. Guided by
its vision of “Bridging Earth and space
through aerospace technology,” the new
building strengthens IAU's commitment to
research excellence while contributing to the
Philippines’ growing capacity for aerospace
technology development and integration.







